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PROGRAM 


Japanese Taiko Ensemble 

Director: Gary Kiyoshi Nagata 


Iwai composed by Kiyoshi Nagata 

Iwai or ‘celebrate’ in Japanese, is an upbeat piece depicting the lively scene of a Japanese festival (matsuri). 
The drummers shout “Yoisho” which is a call of encouragement when the portable shrine is paraded 

around the festival. 


Sanmyaku Daiko composed by Kiyoshi Nagata 

Literally meaning ‘Mountain Range,’ this piece envisions three groups of drummers from a distance, 
calling back and forth to each other from the mountaintops. 

Fuyu no Michi (Winter Road) composed by Shuichi Hidano 
This is a modern composition by virtuoso taiko player Shuichi Hidano. 

In this piece, two groups of performers duel each other with interweaving rhythms. 

Ogi Matsuri Daiko composed by Yoshikazu Fujimoto 
Ogi is a small port town located on the southern part of Sado Island in Niigata Prefecture. 

The local villagers play this piece during Ogi Matsuri (festival) every August on taiko attached to large mobile carts. 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 


Performers: 

Kristen Antunes 
Simon Au-Yeung 
Vanessa Barreto 
Becky Cai 
Elisabeth Dubois 
Ricci Ebron 
Vanessa Fung 
Andrew Janzen 
John Krutschke 
Jeong Lee 
Andrew Lin 
Nicola Loghrin 
Joey Rodrigo-Candappa 
Leah Snider 
Rahkavi Umachandran 
Jacob Valcheff 
Juri Yun 

INTERMISSION 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 






University of Toronto Klezmer Ensemble 

Director: Brian Katz 

Der Gasn Nign (“The Street Tune”) Kandel’s Orchestra, 1923; arr. B. Katz 

Segue to: 

Abe Schwartz Bulgar/Tanz Tanz Yidelech Abe Schwartz Orchestra, 1917 
Chassidic Waltz (Traditional) arr. B. Katz 

Der Nayer Sher (“The New Scissors Dance”) Words and Music: Abraham Ellstein (1907-1963), adapted from 
an arrangement by Cantor Simon Spiro and Christopher B.J. Smith 

Segue to: 

Uncle Max’s Bulgar Sam Musiker (1916-1964) 

Nign (wordless, sung tune) (Traditional) 

Galitzianer Tantz Shloimke Beckerman (1883-1974); arr. B. Katz 

Segue to: 

Rusishe Sher I.J. Hochman’s Jewish Orchestra, 1922; arr. B. Katz 
Mazl Tov #72 (Traditional) 

From the collections of Russian Ethnomusicologist Moshe Beregovski (1892-1961); arr. B. Katz 

A Zemer Al Aza (“A Little Tune”) Words and Music: Beyle Schaecter Gottesman (1920-2013), adapted from 

an arrangement by John Alcorn 

Performers: 

Lili Ahopelto, accordion 
Crescenzo Dicecco, piano and percussion 
Elisabeth Dubois, voice 
Zachary Goldstein, clarinet 
Tara Henechowicz, tenor saxophone 
David Labrada More, piano and percussion 
Fernando Santana Suri, guitar 
Emily Seto-Hughes, mandolin 
Kelly Sham, violin 
Keshav Sharma-Jaitly, percussion 
Erez Sussman, bass 

Klezmer, the soul music of Eastern-European Jewry, can be considered an early form of “fusion,” an 
amalgamation of several Eastern-European based folk tunes/musical dialects mixed with indigenous Jewish 
sounds, particularly those rooted in the Chassidic tradition. Niginum, the wordless chant melodies of the 
Chassidim inform many klezmer pieces, as do the “yearning” melismatic outpourings of the synagogue 
Chazzan, Cantor. When klezmer arrived in America it again took new turns, incorporating aspects of 
American popular song as well as jazz. The University of Toronto Klezmer Ensemble, under the direction of 
Brian Katz, performs both old and new world klezmer, embracing a living tradition that continues to expand. 
In past years, the UofT Klezmer Ensemble have performed at the Ashkenaz Festival, the Four Seasons 
Centre, and at the Glenn Gould Theatre. Last year the UofT Klezmer Ensemble was invited to perform at 
the Music Cares conference held right here in Walter Hall. The ensemble is very excited about doing more 
engagements, so come and talk to us if you have an idea! 


